
 

 

150 YEARS 
ENCOURAGING 
HEALTHY FAMILIES 

THE YMCA OF CENTRAL STARK COUNTY  1866-2016 

ALLIANCE FAMILY YMCA 
205 S. Union Ave. 

Alliance, OH  44601 
330 823 1930  

 
CANAL FULTON PROGRAMS 

330 830 6275 
 

ERIC SNOW FAMILY YMCA 
420 3rd St. NW 

Canton, OH  44702 
330 458 2403 

 
 

LAKE COMMUNITY YMCA 
428 King Church Ave. SW 
Uniontown, OH  44685 

330 877 8933  
 

LOUISVILLE AREA YMCA 
1421 South Nickelplate 
Louisville, OH  44641 

330 875 1611 
 

MEYERS LAKE YMCA 
1333 North Park Avenue NW 

Canton, OH  44708 
330 454 9018 

MINERVA AREA YMCA 
687 Lynnwood Drive 
Minerva, OH  44657 

330 868 5988 
 

NORTH CANTON YMCA 
200 South Main Street 

North Canton, OH  44720 
330 499 2587  

Gymnastics Center:   
330 498 4082 

Child Development Center:  
330 305 5437 (kids)330 

492 2229 (baby) 

PAUL & CAROL DAVID YMCA  
7389 Caritas Circle NW 
Massillon, OH  44646 

330 830 6275 
 

YMCA CAMP TIPPECANOE 
81300 YMCA Road 

Tippecanoe, OH  44699 
330 499 2587 

 
CORPORATE OFFICE 

1201 30th St. NW, Suite 200 
Canton, OH  44709 

330 491 9622 
 

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPONSORS 
Aultman Health Foundation, Fishers Foods/Fisher Family, Huntington Bank, Ed & Pam Lair, William & Sharon Luntz Family,  

R.C. Miller Family, Schauer Group, SoL Harris/Day Architecture, St. Clair/Pavlis Group and The Hoover Foundation 
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Since 1851, the YMCA has been a pioneering force in the 
United States - a force so powerful it is arguably one of the 
most successful social institutions this country has ever 
known.  
 
The original Young Men’s Christian Association started  
modestly enough - in London in 1844 - as a small group of 
men concerned with serving fellow young men who, like them-
selves, were new to the city. Twenty-two-year-old George 
Williams and eleven friends were compelled to help young men 
find what they felt was God’s grace. The first members were 
evangelical Protestants who prayed and studied the Bible  
together.  
 
Years later, Boston sea captain and missionary Thomas  
Valentine Sullivan also worried about the temptations facing 
young men in cities.  Inspired by the work of the YMCA, he led 
the formation of the first U.S. YMCA, in Boston, on  
December 29, 1851.  
 
And the YMCA movement has been growing ever since.  
 
One out of three Americans reports being a YMCA member at 
some point in life, but what’s even more remarkable is that 
the YMCA has touched virtually all Americans in some way. 
YMCAs invented basketball and volleyball. YMCAs pioneered 
camping, public libraries, night schools and teaching English 
as a second language.  YMCAs introduced the world’s first 
indoor pool and group swim lessons. YMCAs offered after-
school child care long before “latchkey kids” had been given a 
name. And YMCAs have provided war relief since the Civil 
War, aiding millions of soldiers at home and abroad.  
 
The YMCA brought about many great organizational programs 
too - programs it started, nurtured and shared, such as staff 
training and certification,  which launched the field of  

professional development. It also established the first  
retirement fund for any major welfare organization, 
founded upon a donation from industrialist John D.  
Rockefeller.  
 
In addition, YMCAs have provided the right environment 
for news, ideas and organizations to get started including 
the Boys Scouts of America, Camp Fire Girls, the Negro 
National Baseball League, the Gideons, Toastmasters, the 
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, and 
Father’s Day. The YMCA helped found the United States 
Organizations (USO), and the Peace Corps was patterned 
after a YMCA program.  
 
The list of Y accomplishments goes on and on and on.  
 
So what is the YMCA’s secret? Put simply, is’s a powerful 
combination of autonomy, creativity, practicality, and a 
solid commitment to improving communities. YMCAs have 
always been flexible enough to change, try new things and 
to be pioneers.  
 
Above all, the YMCA movement is about people - all ages, 
races, religions and incomes. Forever mission-driven, Ys 
exist to mold the kind of people who care about each  
other, who are firm in their own sense of worth and that 
of others, who try to foster understanding and respect, 
who take responsibility for their own lives and help  
improve the lives of others.  
 
Today, the nations’ YMCAs still provide vital services and 
serve as a force for hope. As we celebrate this rich  
history, we look forward to a bright future.  
 

YMCA in America 

Major William McKinley.  He 
was such a skilled speaker and 
leader, that he was elected 
YMCA Board Chair. 

1866 

1868 
The Canton 
YMCA was 
founded. 

Cornelius Aultman 

The YMCA disbanded in 1880, and Canton went 
five years without the non-profit  organization 
in existence.  When the YMCA was reorganized 
in 1885, it was here to stay and grow  
throughout Stark County.     

THE Y STORY BEGINS 
On April 16, 1866, eight local ministers gathered in  
downtown Canton to discuss what they could do to better  
help develop the young people in the community.  While  
Canton was a budding industrial town with a population of 
5,500 people and 35 factories, it also had 50 saloons!  At  
the meeting, it was determined that more was needed to  
help young people develop strong character, positive  
behaviors, and better health.  

A YMCA constitution was soon adopted and officers elected.  
The very first activity launched was a series of lectures. One 
of the speakers was a Civil War officer by the name of  
Granville Moody nicknamed “The Fighting Parson”.  He closed 
his lecture with an appeal for funds to  develop the city’s first 
public library under the leadership of the YMCA.  Contributions 
were collected and later 800 books were purchased.     

 
The YMCA started a literary club that debated various  
current interesting topics.  One of the members of the 
club, who had recently moved to Canton at the age of 
twenty-four to practice law, was Major William McKinley.   

Granville Moody 
“The Fighting 

Parson” 

McKinley’s most significant  
accomplishment, in concert with another  
community leader, Cornelius Aultman, 
was to secure a ten year free lease at 
the then First National Bank building in 
downtown Canton.   

1885 
1867 

1870 
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The 1890 Annual Report noted a  
number of facts and figures about the 
YMCA: 
 The reading room provided over 40 

newspapers and magazines with an 
average attendance of 100 young men per 
day. 

 1,636 baths had been taken during the 
year. 

 The People’s Lecture Course was one of 
the best in the country and furnished a 
high grade of entertainment for the price 
charged. 

 The Visiting Committee made 380 calls on 
sick young men, spending 35 nights in 
ministering to those who were dangerously 
ill. 

 

1890 financial report  audited and found correct: 
Receipts  Expenditures    

Balance as of March 1, 1889 Salaries and Other help $10 $1,038  

Contributions Occupancy 1,323 568  

Membership Fees Printing and postage 538 145  

Lecture Course Reading room 300 123  

Sale of old magazines Education classes 20 125  

 Supplies and misc.  178  

   Balance on hand 14 

Total  $2,191 $2,191  

 
The game of basketball was 
invented by a YMCA  
Director in Springfield, MA 
named James Naismith.    

 
 

Local Y Director Charles Stolberg, who later  
became mayor of Canton, introduced the game of 
basketball to Stark County just a year after the 
game was created.  His Canton YMCA teams went 
on to defeat such opponents as Mount Union  
College (17 to 7) and Ohio State University  
(18 to 9).   

 
The first girls’ basket-
ball game was played in 
Canton.  It was noted 
that the female players 
wore wide flowering 
bloomers and blouses of 
navy blue with sailor 
collars trimmed with 
white braid.  Evidently, 
the attire was more  
important than the  
opponent or outcome of 
the game because that information couldn’t be located! 

BASKETBALL & MORE 

Y board members decided to convert the bowling alley into the first indoor swimming pool in Stark County.  At the time, it 
was referred to as an indoor “filtered” lake. Y Director Charles Stolberg was at it again as he put on a diving exhibition at 
the opening of the pool. Soon after, the first swimming meet was held with five different races all won by Howard Slough.  
Clarence Parker won the novelty event by diving on a top hat and coming back up out of the water with it on top of his 
head!   
 
Another popular program started by the YMCA was bicycling races. These events were typically held during a holiday at the 
fairgrounds. A race on Labor Day in 1898 attracted 4,000 paid spectators. A couple of years later, night races were  
introduced with over one hundred gas lights used for illumination. Through the leadership of Charles Stolberg and others, 
the YMCA at this time was growing in leaps and bounds.    

The YMCA, utilizing rented space throughout Canton, offered 
a variety of programs such as teaching German, mechanical 
drawing and penmanship.  The Y was unable to secure space 
large enough for physical education programs, and so  
membership began to decrease to only 161  
annual members in 1889.   
The Y Board of Directors decided the time was 
right to begin a campaign for a YMCA facility.  
Land was purchased at the corner of Tuscarawas 
St. and Plum St. for $8,000.  It was decided to 
build a stone Y facility for $40,000.  The dream 
was realized in 1890 when the first YMCA owned 
facility in Canton was opened.  It contained the 
first gymnasium in Stark County, as well as a 
bowling alley. 

“Muscular Christianity”  
became a key slogan through 
which the YMCA demonstrated 
“that sound morals and sound 
body were entirely compatible; 
that an athlete could lead a 
team on Saturday and a Bible 
class on Sunday with equal  
facility and success.” 

1891 

1900 

1892 

1899 
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TURN OF THE CENTURY 

At the turn of the century, the Y unfortunately continued to experience increasing 
debt.  The circumstances became so dire that the Y actually closed its doors in the 
fall of 1903 for two years.  Mrs. George Harter and Mrs. William McKinley made 
significant contributions to help raise $30,000 and get the Y back on its feet. 

“The thing I like about you YMCA folks is the 
way you mix religion and common sense.” 
President Theodore Roosevelt at the  
cornerstone laying of the Vallegjo (Calif.) YMCA 

Sometime after the Y facility  
reopened, spirited debate took 
place at the board meetings 
about whether pool tables 
should be installed in the Y.   
The issue was eventually  
referred to the local  
ministerial group, and only 
one minister was opposed 
to the idea.  The Y went on 
to install pool tables for 
adult members, and it was 
another two years before it 
was decided to install them 
for young boys and  
teenagers.      

Despite the ups and downs of the YMCA 
facility, the People’s Lecture Course, under 
Y staff leadership, continued to have out-
standing success. For example, in 1904 
the city auditorium was filled to the  
capacity of 4,000 people making the  
program become the largest lecture and 
musical course in the county.  Headlining 
the program in both 1904 and 1905 was 
John Philip Sousa and his band.  Sousa was 
known as “the March King” for composing 
such marching tunes as “The Stars and 
Stripes Forever” and “Semper Fidelis”.  The 
price for the 10 attraction course was $1, 
and an  additional $1 if patrons  preferred 
a reserved seat.   

Baby clinic for immigrant families.  

Eight Boy Scout troops were formed through the Y.  The Y had one of 
the largest boys’ membership counts in Ohio at the time, with over 
1,000 on the roles.  Thousands of young  people were also enrolled in  
various educational classes and employment placement programs.     

Canton continued to grow in the early 1900’s reaching a population of 
nearly 90,000 people in 1920.  Community leaders began discussions 
about a new and larger Y facility to help provide more programs and  
services to the growing area.  It was decided in 1913 to embark on a 
capital campaign in order to raise $200,000 for a new Y building.   
 

Four significant lead gifts were received for the campaign, $25,000 from 
H.W. Timken, $16,000 from H.M. Geiger, $10,000 from W.R. Timken and 
one anonymous gift of $15,000.  As soon as the campaign goal was met, 
the YMCA purchased property at the corner of Second St. and Dewalt St. 
NW.  Contracts were completed in 1914 to construct a nine story YMCA 
brick building with the total cost being $246,000.   

 
 
 

 

The new nine story brick YMCA building was dedicated on Sunday,  
January 2, 1916.   

1916 

 

YMCA programs and services grew rapidly after the new facility was 
opened, despite the United States entry into World War I. Such programs 
included, a joint gymnasium exhibition between the YMCA and YWCA that 
drew a crowd of 2,500 spectators with four hundred young men and 
women participating.  At the end of the exhibition, all the young men and 
women joined to create a human flag for the patriotic finale! 

1920  

1917 

1918  

1903 
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A HEART FOR THEIR COMMUNITY 

The 1920’s saw the YMCA expand at a very 
fast pace with two YMCA buildings completed in 
the southwest and northeast areas of town.  An 
automotive school was also started to help 
train men in the ever growing car industry  
business.  When an economic downturn hit the 
area, the YMCA was negatively affected and 
over time incurred debts totaling $380,000, a 
very large sum at that time.   

During the 1920s, the Y staff went on to develop different 
clubs and activities in 28 different towns and villages 
throughout Stark County.   
 
Thousands of area youth belonged to Hi-Y clubs at the time, 
which were organized at Ys throughout Ohio.  Some of the key 
locations included Canal Fulton, Canton Twp., East Canton, 
East Sparta, Hartville, Jackson Twp., Louisville, Marlboro,  
Middlebranch, Minerva, Uniontown and Waynesburg.  Y staff 
traveled by horse and buggy to these outlying areas, often  
having to stay overnight due to the long travel times!      

In 1908, William H. “Boss” Hoover started the 
Hoover Suction Sweeper Company and through 
his travels, he became aware of the  
international scope of the YMCA. 
 

In 1921, he built the first North Canton  
Community Building YMCA and connected it to 
the Canton Area YMCA Association.   
 

His son, H.W. Hoover Sr., went on to serve as 
board chair of the Y Association for 22 years! 

One long-time Y staff person related the story about how he needed 
to dig a well for a summer day camp program.  He approached  
Mr. Hoover for funding for the project, and he was told that the 
Hoover Company would contribute half if he could come up with the 
other half.   
 

The Y staff person said of this arrangement, “Mr. Hoover helped 
teach me about the concept of matching funds”.     

“Boss” Hoover’s only daughter Mary, along with her husband Harley 
Price, helped lead the efforts to replace the original Community  
Building YMCA with a new facility in 1969.  
 

To this day the Hoover family is still actively involved with the YMCA.  

A very important strategic decision by 
the Y Board  in 1918 was the  
implementation of the Town and  
Country Branch.  This work was focused 
on serving the outlying areas of Canton.   

1924 

H.W. Hoover, Sr.  

Through the leadership of H.W. Hoover, Y Board Chair for 22 years, 
and others, the automotive and southwest buildings were sold, and 
a campaign was launched to retire any remaining debt.  The Hoover 
family and Timken family both made significant lead gifts, which 
helped attract over 2,500 other donors.  Nearly $300,000 was 
raised in a short period of time, and along with the sale of the two 
properties, the Y was able to get back to a sustainable financial 
position.   
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In 1929, the Great Depression started and would continue for 
another six years.   

While the YMCA was adversely affected, the Y 
board members and staff continued to make it 

a priority to help in the develop-
ment of the spirit, mind and body 
of young people.   
 
There were many youth clubs 
meeting at this time, including 
stamp club, model airplane club, 
camera club and musical groups to 
name a few.  Trips and camping for 
young people continued to be popular throughout the years.     

Basketball continued to gain popularity with dozens 
of different youth as well as church leagues playing 
at the downtown Canton Central YMCA building.  
The first county-wide basketball tournament had 
been organized in 1928, and just three years later, 
73 teams registered to be a part of it.  The teams 
were divided into six divisions, by both age and 
weight! 

During the Great Depression, the Y also played an important part in the 
development of a 140 acre farm in the Canton South area. The farm  
employed twenty men who worked six days a week for $2 per day. They 
raised and distributed over 2,000 bushels of vegetables and potatoes to 
area families in need. Along with farming the Y also offered training for 
learning to raise pigs.  L to R: Sheila Markley Black, Pat Miller, Ron Miller, Bill Burrow 

WOMEN IN THE Y 
As you look around the Y today, it is hard to believe that there was a time 
that the Y was only for boys and men.   

 
The North Canton Community Y was 

the first to Y allow women to participate as full 
members in programs.  When “Boss” Hoover  
gifted the community house to the Y, one of his  
stipulations was that the Y was to be used by 
men and women alike. 

 

The Canton Area Y partnered with the 
YWCA to offer swimming lessons for women and 
children.  Camp followed suit in 1945 offering a 
week of camp for high school girls in partnership 
with the YWCA.   

 
The Canton Y opens its membership to 

women and girls which included the Northeast and Town and  
Country branches. As time went on, women began to play key roles in the Y 

organization from staff positions, board members and 
even Board of Trustee Chair.  As the first female Board 
Chair, Sheila Markley Black shared it was a fight to get the 
same amenities for the women’s locker during the  
renovation in 1980. There was quite a spirited debate over 
full length mirrors for the new women’s locker room.   
 

She has fond memories of growing up in the Y from  
learning to swim, the Tri High Y Club and as an adult in 
exercise classes.  Sheila was not the only female to be a 
trailblazer for women in the Y; Pat Miller, Lynne Biery and 
Kay Powell were among the first women Trustees. Pat 
commented that the Y is important to her because of all 
the good she has seen, no one is turned away and the 
Christian values.   
 

These women helped to form the Y of today including  
leading the way for women’s equality in the Y and the 
community. 

1945 

1941 

1931 
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In 1906 with about 30 boys attending, the Canton YMCA  
conducted the first boys camp in Canton. By 1911 a piece of 
property came into existence on Mud Lake, in the Portage 
Lakes. Some permanent fixtures were made possible by  
Elizabeth Harter in 1916. She made possible the lease on a 
one acre site called Camp Inawendewin.  In 1927 W. H. “Boss” 
Hoover contributed $5,000 exercising an option to buy the 
site.   
 
Through the years camp programs grew and developed, and 
more boys attended gradually exceeding the capacity of the 
camp. 

A committee of the Camp 
Board was appointed a 
1956 to select a site 
suitable for the new camp 
not too far from Canton. 
Lake Clendening was to be 
the home of YMCA Camp 
Tippecanoe, which sits on 
515 acres on it’s shores. 
In 1957 after the purchase of the 
property funds were raised and  
construction began for: the 
lodge, 14 cabins, the health  
center, craft building and the  
director’s house.  

CAMP THROUGH THE YEARS 

1920 

LOUISVILLE AREA 

In 1976, the first YMCA facility was dedicated consisting of a  
swimming pool, locker rooms and a multi-purpose room.  Dave and 
Paul Bishop, along with their mother Mabel, played a significant role in 
the development of the new Y building.  Lynne and Dennis Biery also 
were very active with the capital project to benefit the community.  
Lynne went on to become one of the first women to serve on the 
county-wide YMCA Board of Trustees.   
 

A partnership was formed in 1990 between the City of Louisville and 
the YMCA.  The city, in a cost savings move, turned over their  
recreation programs to the Y.  This City/YMCA partnership followed a 
pattern of what was taking place throughout Ohio at the time. These 
collaborative efforts are continuing today.    

The Louisville Area YMCA received its charter from the YMCA of 
the USA in 1969.  The Y Board started meeting in the back of a 
laundromat on West Main Street, and various programs were 
started in area schools and other locations.   

Louisville Area Race 
in Metzger Park 

Throughout the 1960s, other buildings 
were added as programs grew and in 
1966 the P.L. Stewart farm of 75 
acres, which was adjacent to the existing camp, was purchased.  
 

Each summer 550 campers find a place to belong, achieve and grow by horse-back riding 
or hiking endless woodland trails, zip lining across clear blue skies and sailing crystal  
waters in Lake Clendening.  

1969 

YMCA Camp Inawendewin 

As the community and Y continued to grow and serve the greater Louisville 
service area, three different expansion projects were completed over the 
years.  Today the Y is part of a community campus that includes Metzger 
Park and the Louisville Middle and High Schools.    

2015 

L to R: Clyde Brechbuhler, Al Glossbrenner,  
Paul Bishop,  and Dave Bishop 

L to R: Dennis Biery, Lynne Biery,  and Bill Cumler 
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MINERVA AREA 

Kindergarten at the North Canton YMCA 

LEARN, GROW, AND THRIVE 

YMCAs are both locally and nationally the largest provider of school age child care programs.  Daily over 1,200 youth are  
enrolled in YMCA child care at 23 licensed sites throughout Stark County.   
 

The Y child care began in 1923 with a preschool and afterschool program located at the North Canton Y.  Today a state of the 
art Child Development Center, located on Main Street, offers care from infants through 6th grade. 
   

In the late 1980’s, collaborations were developed with local school districts to begin offering after school care in the schools.  As 
the school day times changed, the need for before care was added.  Today the Y partners with over ten local school districts to 
offer school age child care. 
 

As a part of a grant from the Ohio Department of Education in 
1992, the Canton Area Y began offering preschool care and the  
Minerva Area Y followed suit in 1997 at the local Presbyterian 
Church. 
 

As more women entered the workforce, families became two  
income households or single parent households, the need for year 
round care emerged.   
 

The Y continues to partner with other community agencies to offer 
early childhood and school age programs that are state licensed, 
Step Up to Quality star rated, safe, affordable and most of all, fun for the children.   

1980s 

1923 

In 1983, Pat Miller contacted Bill Cumler, CEO for the YMCA, about 
providing some programs and services to the youth in Minerva. The  
Minerva Area YMCA was established and chartered with the YMCA of 
the USA later that same year. Over the first ten years, the Y operated 
out of an office and rented space in the Community Building adjacent to 
Lion’s Park. During this time, the Minerva Y Board of Directors  
discussed developing a YMCA facility with more space and amenities for 
the youth and families in the area.  
 

In October 1991, ground was broken for Minerva’s first Y building, and 
what began as an idea was becoming a reality. The Minerva Y facility is 
centrally located near the schools, library and park. More space has 
been added over the years.  

L to R: Jim Luntz, Jan and Tom Kishman 

The Y today has nearly 1,200 annual  
members, and serves over 2,000 other area 
residents through various programs and  
services. For example, the Y has partnered 
with the Village of Minerva to operate the 
Fireman’s Pool over the summer. The Y also 
conducts a very successful auction every  
winter, and a Unity Walk in the spring.  

Unity Walk  
Pat Miller and  
Doug Vucovich 

Teresa Arrasmith  
and Dave Gotschall 

Minerva Village Pool 
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LAKE COMMUNITY 

In the summer of 2010, the Lake Y broke ground on its first  
expansion project and it was completed in January 2011. 
 

The community campus complex with various partners all “under 
one roof” continues to serve the community well.   

In 1998, a YMCA Board consisting of 20 community leaders was formed 
to serve the underserved communities of Lake Township, Hartville and 
Uniontown. A year later, the Lake Local Schools successfully passed a 
$26 million bond issue for improvements and additions to school  
facilities. A community campus was developed to include Lake High 
School, Lake Middle School, Stark County Library Branch, Mercy Medical 
Center, and Lake Community YMCA. Lang D’Atria and George Stradley  
co-chaired a Y capital campaign that raised $3.4 million.  
 

There were very few partnerships like this in place at the time in Ohio. 
George Stradley led a community group on a visit to Wooster to see 
what they had developed a few years prior.  
 

Ground breaking for the first Y facility in the Hartville area took place in 
2003. The operating pro forma called for 3,000 members within the first 
two years. Today the Y serves nearly 8,000 annual members!   
 
The Lake YMCA and Lake Schools have a shared use agreement in place 
in order to fully utilize the field house and other facilities. 

Lake Community YMCA opening 

PAUL AND CAROL DAVID 
In 1998, a YMCA Board of Directors was formed to serve the Jackson Twp.  
area.  The Y and the Twp. Trustees later developed a partnership in order to 
provide programs and services to the youth and families in the area.  The 
Trustees also graciously donated space in the Township Administration  
Building for a YMCA office.   
 

Paul David’s son Jeff remarked at the time, “The Y and what it stands for  
really meshes nicely with the mission of the David Foundation, which is first 
and foremost to serve underprivileged youth in our community.”  Jeff went on 
to say that his father gained access to the Y as a youth although he couldn’t 
afford to pay for an annual membership.  Mr. David went on to meet Coach 
Paul Brown at the Y over a game of ping pong. They remained good friends 
throughout their lifetimes.        
 
Ground was broken in the fall of 2005 in the heart of Jackson Twp. thanks to 
five major donors including: The David Foundation, Jackson Township Trustees, 
The Aultman Health Foundation, Mercy Medical Center, and a Federal Grant 
through the office of Congressman Ralph Regula. The Y opened with about 
3,000 annual members.  Today the membership is nearly 11,000!   
 
In 2012, with the building at capacity, a second capital campaign committee, 
headed by Ron Manse, along with  Bob and Linda DeHoff, began working  
entirely within the Jackson community to raise funds for what became a $3 
million expansion project.  The theme for the 
campaign was “where the community gathers.”  
 
In the spirit of the David Foundation, the  
David Y in 2015 provided over $200,000 of 
financial assistance to local youth and  
families in need for such programs and  
services as childcare, swimming lessons and 
memberships.   
 
 
 

2004 

Paul and Carol David 

Family Fun Night 

L to R: Tim Shetzer, Bill Stetler, and George Stradley 
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1921 

The CYC was founded in Canton in 1913 by Father Timothy Dunn, 
the Assistant Pastor of St. John’s Church. The Knights of Columbus 
operated the CYC youth programs in the early years. The  
organization was incorporated in 1957, and a CYC building was 
soon opened at the corner of Cleveland Avenue and 6th Street NW 
in downtown Canton.  
 

In 1980, thanks to many generous community contributions, the 
current facility was constructed on the corner of North Park and 
13th Street NW. It was built at the original entrance to the Meyers 
Lake amusement park and ball room. Paul Manser was one of the 
Executive Directors most remembered during these years.  
 

In 2008, the CYC board members decided the best course of  
action was to merge with the YMCA. The facility was named the 
Meyers Lake YMCA. The new partnership agreed on a much  
needed plan to renovate the thirty year old facility.  
 
Most recently, a capital drive was held in 2014 led by Robert T. Belden. 
The joint efforts of board members and community leaders helped to 

successfully raise over 
$400,000 to continue to 
renovate the facility.   
 
The combined and generous 
work of many people will 
ensure the Meyers Lake Y 
will continue to grow and 
serve the community for 
years to come.  

CYC and MEYERS LAKE 
The Alliance Family YMCA was organized in 1921 by several  
community leaders wanting to do more for the welfare of young 
boys who needed a place for healthy activities and mentorship in 
their lives. The current facility on Union Avenue was built in 
1953. A number of additions and renovations were completed 
over the years.  
 

The local economy saw a steady decline with a loss of many steel
-related manufacturing companies throughout the 1980’s. In 
2001, long-time Board Chair Chuck Grove approached the YMCA 
of Central Stark County about crafting a possible management 
agreement for the Y. An agreement was developed, and a  
successful partnership remained in place for 14 years.  

ALLIANCE FAMILY 

First YMCA Building  

Also, in 2005, the Y partnered with Alliance Community Hospital 
for a HUD grant that provided $640,000 of new equipment and 
renovations to the Y wellness center. This partnership resulted in a 
significant increase in Y memberships and program activity.  
 

In 2010, the Y Board developed a renovation plan to upgrade the 
original Y facility to better meet the needs of youth and families in 
the community. The Y Board went on to successfully raise $3.2  
million, which included developing leased space for a partnership 
with the Stuckey Interfaith Child Development Center.  
 

On January 1, 2015 the Alliance Family Y fully merged with the 
other nine YMCA chartered branches in Stark County.  

Guarding for 30years 
Jan Jordan 

In 2005, the Alliance City Schools asked the YMCA to  
operate their before/after school child care program at the 
Alliance Family YMCA. The program continues to grow and 
thrive, while many of the enrolled children need and receive 
financial assistance.  
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Volleyball League Champions 

SPIRIT MIND BODY        150 YEARS OF Y PROGRAMS 

The key to Y programs and 
services is partnership with 
other community agencies 
and local schools.  From the 
beginning the Y has been a 
collaborative agency and  
today the Y has over 200 
partnerships.  Whether you 
are learning a new skill,  
getting healthier or  
socializing, the Y has been 
the place for the community 
to gather. 

YMCA TODAY 
Today the YMCA serves over 70,000 people throughout Stark County.  Of these 
70,000 people, 50,000 hold an annual YMCA membership card.  This is one of the 
highest penetration rates of usage in the country. One of the reasons for this success 
is the long and storied history of the Y in Stark County over the last 150 years.  
Community leaders down through the generations have developed an outstanding 
foundation so the Y could thrive and grow.   
 

Canal Fulton, the most recent YMCA chartered by the YMCA of the USA, is the only 
city in Stark County that does not have a Y facility. The Canal Fulton Y Board is  
working to develop a partnership with the city in order to provide more Y programs 
and services to the residents of this part of the county. 
 

The local Y has also recently developed a management agreement with the Orrville 
YMCA. The Y Board in Orrville requested and helped craft a two-year management 
agreement. This trend of partnerships and collaborations has been a hallmark of the 
YMCA over the years. 
 

As we look to the future, the Y board and staff will continue to follow the advice of 
Jim Collins, author of the book Good to Great and the Social Sectors. “Social sector 
organizations should be assessed relative to their mission, as well as their financial 
health. The critical question should be, how effective and efficient is the organization 
at making a significant community impact, relative to its resources?” We’re hopeful 
that future generations of community leaders, Y board members and staff will follow 
this advice and continue to build upon the Y foundation that was started and  
nurtured over the last 150 years. Young people will need assistance in the future in 
developing strong character, positive behaviors and better health just like they did in 
1866. Who knows, maybe the local Y will positively influence another President of the 
United States like it did so many years ago.                   

Bill Pincoe and Jim Abbott 

Fonda Williams and Youth 
Award Recipient 

Tim Shetzer and Steve Meeks 

Programs throughout the Y’s 150 years have focused on spirit, mind and body.   
As the Y has grown so has the number of programs being offered.   
Programming in the 1920’s ranged from community athletics at local  
playgrounds, basketball leagues and swimming meets. As is the case today  
community needs dictated the programs the Y offered including an  
automotive center, Hi-Y social clubs, model airplane club and women’s drivers 
course (no mention of driving course for men). 

1921 

2015 Canton Charge and Y girls Basketball 

Programs are one way the Y meets the 
needs of all ages from the smallest of 
participants in parent child swim les-
sons at 6 months to active older adults 
who attend classes and activities  
including luncheons. The Y has  
recreational programs to learn skills 
and fun while for the more serious  
athlete there is team play for swimming 
and gymnastics. There are leagues year 
round for baseball, soccer, basketball 
and pickle ball.   

1960 

YMCA Swim Team 

 Boys Gymnastics 

2014 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
YMCA TEAM HERITAGE CLUB 

85  
Members 

Mr. & Mrs. James Abbott 
Mrs. Mary G. Amerman 
Mrs. Carl E. Anderson 
Dr. Gregory & Jennifer Anderson 
Mrs. Richard W. Anderson 
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Arrasmith 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Beinlich 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry S. Belden IV 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis H. Biery 
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Bishop 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis V. Bockius III 
Mrs. Clyde B. Brechbuhler 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Capestrain 
Mrs. Robert L. Carnahan 
Mrs. Florence I. Carey 
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Clark 
Rev. John W. & Mrs. Constance M. 
Clark 
Mrs. William D. Clarke 
Don & Jeanne Coen 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Colaner 
Mr. William T. Cumler 

Mrs. Richard E. Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Davis II 
Mr. & Mrs. Don D. Dickes 
Ms. Darlene Drage 
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Fivaz 
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Fivaz 
Mr. & Mrs. Dwain Foltz 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy P.A. Furbay 
Rev. & Mrs. Robert M. Graber 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Helmuth 
Mrs. W. Gibbs Herbruck 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hoffee 
Mrs. Robert L. Hoffman 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence R. Hoover 
Mr. Hubert A. Howes 
Mr. Norman E. Jackson 
Mr. & Mrs. Clark E. Kandel 
Mr. & Mrs. Gene R. Kandel 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Kempthorn 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kishman 
Catherine Komocki 
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin C. Lair 

Mrs. Audrey Lavin 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory W. Luntz 
Mrs. James K. Luntz 
Mr. & Mrs. William L. Luntz 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Jason McCoy 
Miss Janet McPeek 
Mr. Kenneth R. McPeek 
Mrs. Ronald C. Miller 
Judge & Mrs. John Milligan 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Niamtu 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale R. Nissley 
Dr. & Mrs. Harry A. Osborne 
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Pennetti 
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Renkert 
Mrs. Annette Fivaz Roberts 
Mr. Thomas A. Schauer 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Schervish 
Mr. Roy L. Scheutzow 
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy D. Schiltz 
Mrs. William C. Schiltz 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Shetzer 
Judge Lee & Janet Sinclair 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank W. Smith 
Mr. Joseph J. Sommer 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald L. Staten 
Mr. & Mrs. George E. Stradley 
Mr. Raymond L. Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. W.R. Timken, Jr 
Mr. & Mrs. Ward J. Timken 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Toot, Jr 
The Esther Vagotis Family 
Mrs. Clyde L. VanHorn 
Dr. & Mrs. Harold R. Walker 
Mrs. Paul E. Wasson 
Mrs. Richard A. Weaver 
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Werren 
Mr. John S. White 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Todd Witham 
Mr. Walter C. Wojack 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Yeagley 
Ken & Peggy Zellers 
Anonymous 
  

To 3/31/17 
Krista Allison 
Aimee Belden 
Paul Brady 
Monique Cox-Moore 
Edwin Lair 
Gregory Luntz 
Shawn Seanor 
V. Lee Sinclari, Jr.  

To 3/31/18 
Maureen Ater 
Karen Brenneman 
Julia Dick 
Anne Gunther 
Michael Ihrig 
Bruce Smith 
Sandy Upperman 
Scott Warburton 

To 3/31/19 
Barbara Abbott 
Robert Belden 
Dean Fox 
Thomas Hartnett 
Salvador Hernandez 
Theresa Kiko-Blocher 
P.J. Lamiell, Jr.  
Jeffrey Wendorf 

BRANCH REPRESENTATION 

Alliance Rick Baxter and Nancy Castellucci 

Camp Tippecanoe Sally Dale and John Smith 

Canal Fulton Marge Loretto and Bill Stetler 

Canton (Eric Snow) Dave Motts and Tonja Marshall 

Meyers Lake Craig Chessler (Bob McBride) and Rev Bob Kaylor 

David (Jackson Twp.) Kerry Salvino and Gordon Woolbert 

Lake Kevin Kinsley and Greg Warden 

Louisville Dr. Greg Anderson (Ray Jensen) and Michele Shaffer 

Minerva Dick Rutledge and Chris Debo 

North Canton  Linda Nist and Jen LaHaie 

James Abbott Kenneth McPeek 

J. Lynne Biery John Milligan, Jr.  

David Bishop Patricia Miller 

Thomas Clevenger David Renkert 

Lawrence Hoover Joseph Sommer 

Lawrence Kramer Thomas Schauer 

William Luntz John Wise 

E. Jason McCoy W. Todd Witham 

TRUSTEE EMERITUS 

BRANCH EXECTUVES 

Alliance Nick Hansen 

Camp Tippecanoe Scott Weigley 

Canal Fulton Pam Leddon 

Canton (Eric Snow) Dean Gogolewski 

Meyers Lake Jeff Mann 

David (Jackson Twp.) Jean Campbell 

Lake Rich Carpenter 

Louisville Jen Anderson 

Minerva Teresa Arrasmith 

North Canton  Ben Wheeler 

CORPORATE STAFF  

Tim Shetzer, Chief Executive Officer Michelle Aladich, VP of Advancement Morgen Rutledge, Administrative Assistant 

Craig Greenlee, Chief Operations Officer Diana Semelsberger, Human Resources Director Elaine Thomas, Marketing and Communications 

Elaine Sivy, Chief Financial Officer Eric Nixon, IT Director  

MEMBERS are friends of the YMCA who are  
committed to preserving the heritage of the YMCA 
for years to come. Through their generous  
contributions, these people have given the YMCA 
the means to maintain long-range financial stability, 
which ensures that our programs, traditions and 
mission will continue for future generations.  

$    
Endowment 
3rd Largest 

in Ohio 

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY Means  
nurturing the healthy development of  
children and teens, strengthening families, 
and making communities healthier and  
safer. It also means making sure this  
important work will continue for years and 
generations to come.  

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT  
When you make a donation, 
during our Sesquicentennial 
year, to the Ys Endowment 
Fund your donation will be 
matched up to $10,000. 
Minimum of $5,000 over 3 years.   

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
Assisted over 12,000 
youth and families  
Gave out over $1.6 million 
in 2015.  

VOLUNTEERS 
Over 3,000  
volunteers help us 
fulfill our mission.   

BALANCED BUDGET 
for 18 years .  
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150 YEARS 
ENCOURAGING 
HEALTHY FAMILIES 

THE YMCA OF CENTRAL STARK COUNTY  1866-2016 

ALLIANCE FAMILY YMCA 
205 S. Union Ave. 

Alliance, OH  44601 
330 823 1930  

 
CANAL FULTON PROGRAMS 

330 830 6275 
 

ERIC SNOW FAMILY YMCA 
420 3rd St. NW 

Canton, OH  44702 
330 458 2403 

 
 

LAKE COMMUNITY YMCA 
428 King Church Ave. SW 
Uniontown, OH  44685 

330 877 8933  
 

LOUISVILLE AREA YMCA 
1421 South Nickelplate 
Louisville, OH  44641 

330 875 1611 
 

MEYERS LAKE YMCA 
1333 North Park Avenue NW 

Canton, OH  44708 
330 454 9018 

MINERVA AREA YMCA 
687 Lynnwood Drive 
Minerva, OH  44657 

330 868 5988 
 

NORTH CANTON YMCA 
200 South Main Street 

North Canton, OH  44720 
330 499 2587  

Gymnastics Center:   
330 498 4082 

Child Development Center:  
330 305 5437 (kids)330 

492 2229 (baby) 

PAUL & CAROL DAVID YMCA  
7389 Caritas Circle NW 
Massillon, OH  44646 

330 830 6275 
 

YMCA CAMP TIPPECANOE 
81300 YMCA Road 

Tippecanoe, OH  44699 
330 499 2587 

 
CORPORATE OFFICE 

1201 30th St. NW, Suite 200 
Canton, OH  44709 

330 491 9622 
 

SESQUICENTENNIAL SPONSORS 
Aultman Health Foundation, Fishers Foods/Fisher Family, Huntington Bank, Ed & Pam Lair, William & Sharon Luntz Family,  

R.C. Miller Family, Schauer Group, SoL Harris/Day Architecture, St. Clair/Pavlis Group and The Hoover Foundation 

YMCA of Central Stark County - 150 Years Encouraging Healthy Families 1866 - 2016 

Written by: Tim Shetzer Editor: Michelle Aladich Designer: Elaine Thomas 

Contributing writers: Michelle Aladich, Teresa Arrasmith, Jean Campbell, Rich Carpenter, Craig Greenlee, Nick Hansen,  
Jeff Mann,  Morgen Rutledge, and Ben Wheeler 

Photo Credits: McKinley Museum Presidential Library and Museum, Kelly Woodward, and North Canton Heritage Society 

YMCA Historian: Bill Cumler 
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